ACT International-CARITAS Darfur Emergency Response (ACTDER)

School Books Are Precious

A large group of children gather in front of Um Gozein School in South Darfur, filling the yard with their excited chatter. They are lined up and eager to receive school kits being distributed by ACTDER.

Fourteen-year-old Izdihar's face lights up as she says, "The exercise books are precious and will help me with my studies…This will help our families to save up for other things that we need."  Izdihar, who is in sixth grade, was driven from her home village four years ago by the war in Sudan and lives in this camp set up for people like her and her family.

Mohammed Aldodo, Education Officer for ACTDER, says, "The distribution of these school kits, which is an annual event, aims to give the pupils the materials they need to stay in school, as well as to encourage other children to enroll." 
Many of the students work during their school holidays in fields owned by families in the community around the camp, and some go out to collect firewood in a forest far from the village, which they can sell in the market to help support their family.

Hamza Khaliel Adam, an 11-year-old boy in the fourth grade works on local farms during his school holidays to make money to cover some of his school expenses. With his new school kit in hand he smiles and shares, "I am glad that I am not going to have to buy exercise books or a bag."


Mohammed Seif Aldeen Ismaeil, headmaster of the school for four years, said he was deeply moved by the help provided to his school and community. He, like many of the children attending his school, fled from his home village four years ago.


Teachers and pupuils face many problems, such as the classroom ceiling in one school, which was blown down in one of the ferocious storms the region experiences. These kinds of problems are handled by the educational council, which is supported and trained by DERO.   Although it cannot solve all the problems facing the school, the fifteen-parent council does help with administration and works to create a comfortable learning environment for the children and teachers.


