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ñFor there is no food and no waterò 
 Worship Resources  

Prepared for World Water Day 22 March, 2009  

Introduction  
With growing pressures on water sources it is im-
portant to take time to remind ourselves and each 
other that water is a gift from God.  Water is  
essential to life - something recognized by the 
early Israelites as they travelled through the  
wilderness, grumbling against Moses and even 
God when no water was to be found.  The need to 
find an adequate water was essential to their  
survival just as it is today for the 1.1 billion people 
(or roughly 20% one in eight people) who do not 
have access to sufficient, safe and clean drinking 
water.  Two thousand years later the distribution of 
water and the need for vastly improved global  
sanitation remain key barriers to development and 
the improvement of life. 
 
The United Nations observes World Water Day on 
March 22 and this year is focusing on ñShared  
Waters - Shared Opportunitiesò.  The theme  
explores the rivers and lakes that are shared by 
two or more countries.  Nearly 40 per cent of the 
worldôs population depends on trans-boundary  
water sources.  Underneath the surface of the 
earth there are over 270 known trans-boundary 
aquifers.  Many countries are facing increasing 
scarcity of water and unless greater efforts are 
made these trans-boundary waterways could spark 
greater conflict.  The UN estimates that by 2025, 1 
800 million people will be living in countries and 
regions facing absolute water scarcity and two-
thirds of the worldôs population could be living  
under stressed conditions. 
 
 

Climate change is also having an effect on water 
resources.  Rainfall patterns are changing as the 
temperature rises and there are increasing reports 
of melting glaciers and ice fields.  For the poorest 
people the repercussions are immense.  Countries 
like Tuvalu will be submerged, those living near 
water in Bangladesh will face more frequent  
flooding and the incidence of malaria and water-
borne diseases is likely to spread.  Other parts of 
the world will face increasing drought and the 
spread of desertification.  Meanwhile the world 
continues to damage its sources of fresh water.  
Every day 2 million tons of human waste end up in 
water course and in developing countries 70 per 
cent of industrial waste is dumped untreated, pol-
luting usable water.  Since 1900, half of the worldôs 
wetlands, the principal source of renewable  
freshwater have been lost.   
 
While governments have been focusing on the 
global economic crisis, the tremendous danger to 
the global environment has fallen from focus.  The 
need for more effective action by governments and 
global organisations is becoming increasingly  
urgent.  The lack of clean, safe water and good  
sanitation for such a large percentage of the 
worldôs population needs greater attention and  
renewed action.  In Aotearoa New Zealand water 
management is becoming increasingly fraught and 
while not sharing waterways with a neighbouring 
country the likelihood of increased tensions is high.   
 
Use this worship opportunity to focus your prayers 
and actions on helping to ensure more people 
have the water that they need. 
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Opening Prayer  
L: God of wave and water 
R: We greet you this morning 
 
L: God of sun and rain 
R: We greet you this morning. 
 
L: God of ocean and lake 
R: We greet you this morning  
 
L: You are the one who offers us life in abundance  
and hope when we are drained of energy.   
R: We worship and praise you ï the God who cares for 
the whole of Creation. 
 
 
Prayer of Approach  
 
From the depths of the ocean to the heights of the 
heavens 
From the wind that blows from the east, the west, the 
north and the south  
From the beginning of time to the life eternal 
We give you thanks for your great love for this earth 
 
For all those who have water and who share it with  
others 
For all those who need food and water each day. 
For all those who depend on the sun and the rain 
We pray your blessing upon them and upon earth 
 
In the midst of this circle that enfolds all that is alive 
In the midst of this community that seeks to follow you 
In the midst of this world where some have too much 
and most not enough 
We pray for your wisdom to help us live more justly. 
 
We pray in the name of the One who gives life to all. 
Amen 
 
 

Childrenôs Talk 
Come with a backpack filled with supplies and a bottle 
of water.  Begin by reminding the group of the Lenten 
journey ï the time in the church year when the church 
remembers the last weeks of Jesusô life as he begins 
his journey towards Jerusalem.   
 
Act the part of someone who has been walking for a 
long time.  You might like to take the children for a 
walk around the church as you talk about how in  
Jesusô time people mostly travelled by foot.   During 
the season of Lent some people take the opportunity 
to focus the attention on the life of Jesus by making 
pilgrimages or walking a long distance.  In the South 
Island churches and friends have been walking relay 
style from Stewart Island up the main highway through 
Lent in the Walk for the Planet.  Along the way lots of 
people have shared stories and worship in an effort to 
focus new energy for healing the planet.  Like you they 
want to make the world better.  If you were walking 
such a long way (you may need to suggest a more 
familiar place to walk to, for example Wanganui to 
Wellington if the South Island is unfamiliar), what do 
you think you would pack?  As they suggest supplies 
that you happen to have pull them out or otherwise 
say something like, óI had never thought of that.  What 
a good idea.ô 
 
At the point that some one mentions water, produce 
your water bottle with an extra flourish and say , óI am 
glad you remembered water.  I would never make it 
without something to drink especially when today is 
World Water Day.ô  Take a sip and say, ñBoy did I 
need that ï itôs a pity that one in eight people have 
enough clean water to drink.ò  If you had eight children 
you could count this out and then ask them to describe 
what it feels like to be very thirsty or sick because you 
drank unclean water.  If you have time you might like 
to share some water to drink in a celebratory manner. 
Conclude with a short prayer: 
Thanks God for the water we can drink.  We pray for 
those who do not have any and for those made sick 
because the water they drink is unclean.  Heal them 
and quench their thirst.  In Jesusô name we pray. 
Amen 
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