Give us a chance… Week by Week Advent Worship
ADVENT ONE: HOPE

Readings: Jeremiah 33: 14-16 Luke 21: 25-36 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13
Call to Worship

Come, let us walk the road that Mary walked

the challenging road

from Nazareth to Bethlehem

not knowing what the future holds.

Come, let us walk the road that Joseph walked

not sure what we are taking on

but standing to be counted

no matter the cost of such love.

Come, let us walk the road that Jesus walked

from Bethlehem – via Jerusalem – to Galilee

from Advent to Easter

from new birth to new life.

© Bronwyn White. Wellington. With permission

We light the candle of Hope

For all who travelled towards Bethlehem

that first Christmas seeking the Child,

by foot, by donkey, by camel train.

Advent calls us to leave work

and turn towards our birth place.

We too travel towards Bethlehem

by crowded buses, by ferry, by plane,

with heavy cases, bulging packs.

We sing

Light one candle for hope,

One bright candle for hope,

He brings hope to every heart.

He comes, he comes!

Together in Song 286 Words and music Natalie Sleeth.

Meet a CWS Partner

Ecumenical Centre for Research, Education and Advocacy, Fiji

Behind Fiji’s sun and sand – well known to many New Zealand tourists – exists injustice and inequality. Over one third of Fiji’s population lives in poverty. Even for those with full-time employment, more than half still live below the poverty line. They struggle to feed their families, send their children to school and find affordable housing. Many are forced to live in squatter communities. In Suva, as many as one in six people are squatters.

Mr and Mrs Prasads, an elderly couple in their 70s, live in a small corrugated iron shack without electricity. Retired now, their income as sugar cane cutters was too low to save much money. Now they are fortunate if they get one meal a day. Often they just drink water and go to bed hungry. Pauliasi’s family live with one bed, some old straw mattresses and an oil lamp. The three children go to school but often there is not enough money. Then they have to stay home to help their father fish. They sell any extra food to pay for their bus fare to school the next day. Pauliasi feels lucky they have a small garden. Tomu built a bathroom near his family’s shack. It is shared by five families. The settlement turns to swamp in the rainy season. Tomu says he tries to be a good father and a dedicated husband. He works long hours as a security guard but his wages barely enable the family to survive.

Living with such poverty is hard but CWS partner, the Ecumenical Centre for Research, Education and Advocacy – or ECREA – is offering hope. It works to give the people in squatter communities the skills and confidence to find solutions. When the Suva City Council issued eviction notices to the residents of his squatter town, Tomu got ECREA’s help to take legal action and the residents eventually won the right to remain in their homes. ECREA fights evictions, helps people save to buy land, advocates for fair pay and, instead of handouts, gives people the chance to control their futures.

You can help give them a chance to have a home and a living wage. Please support the people of Fiji.

Prayer

We pray for our troubled neighbour, Fiji, in all

her turmoil and uncertainties of the present,

with limited access to news. Be with the Fijian

community in New Zealand feeling out of

touch with relatives back home.

We pray for those suffering hardship in the

towns and villages. May they find strength and

support within their faith communities.

Blessing

Birthing God,

from the fertility of your womb

you birth us to new hope,

from the fertility of your womb

you birth us to new vision

from the fertility of your womb

you birth us to new dreams

from the fertility of your womb

we wait to be birthed anew.

Written by Diane Robinson, Princeton.Ca Gathering, Advent/Christmas 2008-09

Hymn Suggestions

WOV 197 Hark the glad sound

CH4 279 Make way, make way

CH4 284 Hope is a candle

CH4 38 Sing a Carol for Christmas

AA 23 Come now, Lord Jesus

AA 50 God of freedom, God of Justice (Picardy)

AA 155 Where mountains rise

AA 153 When we lift our pack and go

TMT1 Christ the tent God pitched among us

TEL31 Nothing, nothing in all creation.

Abbreviations for Hymn Books.

AA = Alleluia Aotearoa

CH 4 = Church Hymnary 4th ed.

CC = Carol our Christmas

EDS = Every Day in Your Spirit

FFS = Faith Forever Singing

FMC = Faith Makes the Song

TEL = Touch the Earth Lightly.

TMT = The Mystery Telling.

WHV= With Heart and Voice

WOV = With One Voice
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ADVENT TWO: PEACE

Readings: Baruch 5: 1-9 or Mal 3:1-4 Luke 1: 68-79 Philippians 1: 3-11

Call to Worship

Come again, O Promiser of Peace.

Come again, to the city of your birth

mired in fear, oppression and injustice.

Come again, where bullet holes

still pock the walls of Sanctuary.

Come again, where children dream

of homes they have never seen.

Written by Rt Rev. David Gihriano, Gathering Ca: Advent/Christmas

We light the candle of Peace for workers.

By adze and chisel, by slingshot and crook, by making

beds, by delivering a baby boy, by offering hospitality

they worked that first Christmas.

We light this candle for all who work over Christmas,

all who work for essential services so that we can relax

and all who work towards peace, within the family,

between neighbours and between nations.

We sing

Light one candle for peace,

One bright candle for peace,

He brings peace to every heart.

He comes, he comes!

Together in Song 286 Words and music Natalie Sleeth.

Meet a CWS Partner

Middle East Council of Churches’ Department of Service for Palestinian Refugees, Gaza. The bombing of a health clinic in Gaza City at the beginning of the year left 70,000 women and children without medical facilities. The clinic was run by Christian World Service partner, the Middle East Council of Churches’ Department of Service for Palestinian Refugees, or DSPR.
Although it was one of hundreds of buildings destroyed indiscriminately by Israeli bombs, it hit the poorest suburb of a city where 80 percent of people live below the poverty line. Fifteen minutes before the missile strike, the Israeli military phoned tenants in the flat above telling them to vacate.
Soon after the bombing, the head of DSPR Gaza, Constantine Dabbagh, visited the site to inspect the ruins. He said that from the outset, the community was very anxious that community health facilities continue. DSPR would set out to replace what it could and start rebuilding from scratch. His sentiment mirrors the Palestinian resolve to keep struggling for lives free of blockades and poverty. “After nearly 41 years of occupation we have to say enough is enough,” Mr Dabbagh said at the site of the wrecked clinic. “We are humiliated and oppressed, enslaved and imprisoned. You reach madness if you do not believe in God,” he said. 
DSPR has begun planning to build a new mother and child health clinic to replace the bombed clinic.

Their efforts to re-build the clinic are evidence of the incredible determination of DSPR and of the people of Gaza. Israel’s refusal to allow construction materials into Gaza has not deterred DSPR.

For over 30 years, DSPR has supported the Palestinian people. As well as providing health clinics, like the one bombed in Gaza City, it gives Palestinians living in poverty the chance to enjoy basic food and water supplies, income generation programmes, agriculture support, health services and vocational training. Through this appeal, you can support peace building efforts in Palestine.

Prayer

Loving God

In this time of Advent when our thoughts focus on the

Holy Land, we pray for Palestinians and Israelis in their

struggle to share a land where so much blood has been

spilt.

Strengthen those working towards a just and lasting

peace.

May the spiral of violence be broken and the occupation

that causes so much suffering come to an end.

We pray for those who live in fear for their lives - for

Palestinians seeking freedom and Israelis longing for

security.

May those traumatised by the continuing conflict and

the loss of loved ones find healing and the strength to

rebuild their lives.

May those who work for peace be seen as symbols of

hope.

We pray for Jerusalem, a city holy to Muslims, Jews and

Christians, and for the time when olive trees flourish and

the weapons of destruction are turned into the ploughshares

of peace.

Blessing

Be born again in the camps.

Be born again in stables and homes.

Be born again in many cities and languages.

Be born again among nations.

Be born again in places of injustice.

Be born again a promise of hope,

a sign of love and joy to the world.

Be born again in our hearts,

that we too might be called makers of peace

and children of God.

Written by Rt. Rev. David Giuliano Gathering/ Canada

Hymn Suggestions

AA 108 Peace Carol

AA 16 Christ is our Peace

AA 26 Come to our land

AA 62 How happy are you who work for peace.

AA 82 Join hands in the spirit

CC 30 Look towards Christmas

TEL 9 Everything that has voice, sing for peace.

TEL 18 Good neighbours forgive us

CH4 329 O little love who comes again

CC 35 Peace Child

ADVENT THREE: JOY

Readings: Isaiah 12: 2-6 Luke 3: 7-18 Philippians 4: 4-7
Call to Worship

Welcoming God,

giver of warmth and joy,

giver of bright candles and mystery,

giver of hospitality and good cheer.

Welcoming God,

you have welcomed us,

we would welcome you,

we would throw open our door to usher

you into this place of warmth and joy,

we would eagerly invite you in

to share our festive occasion.

We would make a special place for you,

a place of honour for you as our guest.

©Dr. Susan M. (Elli) Elliott.

We light the candle of joy

for all who deliver good news

at the “gathering places”.

By elderly prophets, and by angels,

by neighbours, astrologers, shepherds,

by shopkeepers, women at the well, by gossip

- the good news was spread at Christmas

All: we light this candle of Joy at the good news

of God’s coming among us as a baby.

We sing

Light one candle for joy,

One bright candle for joy,

Every nation will find salvation

In Bethlehem’s baby boy.

He brings joy to every heart,

He comes, he comes!

Together in Song 286 Words and music Natalie Sleeth.

Meet a CWS Partner

Centre for Community Solidarity, Uganda 

The scourge of AIDS in Uganda has left thousands of children as orphans, in the care of grandparents or older siblings. Elderly people barely able to look after themselves have been forced to become parents again. The stress on these newly-created families is enormous. One of the greatest difficulties for these families in Uganda’s southwest is collecting water. The Oruchinga Valley is one of the driest areas of Uganda. Only 17 percent of the valley’s 72,000 people can get clean, fresh water. For most people, the nearest water supply is a journey up to 8km to the Kagera River. The journey to the river is typically carried out by women and children – the very people most vulnerable to attack on deserted pathways through banana plantations. From this precious water supply, families have to allocate water for drinking, cooking and washing, leaving them without enough water to keep small vegetable plots or livestock.
One group supporting families with orphans is Centre for Community Solidarity Uganda, which subsidises the building of rainwater collection tanks. Rainwater tanks are life-changing. They make an immeasurable difference to people’s lives. Instead of spending hours trudging to and from the river, residents of the valley can put their time and energy to more productive use. More children can attend school.

As well as providing a household water supply, the tanks let people keep vegetable and fruit gardens and rear small numbers of livestock. Families can improve their diet and sell surplus produce to raise cash. Without supply of clean water, efforts to eradicate poverty in the valley will fail. Thanks to CWS, you have the chance to build more water tanks for the people of Uganda.
Prayer

We pray for Uganda,

for villagers walking long distances to find water;

and give thanks for

advances made in the fight against HIV and AIDS.

We pray for neighbouring Sudan,

debilitated by wars over land and cattle,

divided by Islam and Christianity,

exploited by those fighting over oil reserves,

ravaged by drought, famine and soil erosion.

Her children disfigured by land mines and

sent into the front line of battle as child soldiers.

Blessing

May the spirit of Joy,

which dwells within us,

spill out into the hearts and homes of everyone we

meet.

May the spirit of Love,

which cradles the universe tenderly in its grasp,

cradle us also.

That our arms will be open to everyone we meet,

that we might hold one another in love,

all the days of our living.

Written by Bob Root, Peterborough, Ont ©Gathering/Canada

Hymn Suggestions

WOV 224 Joy to the world

WOV 629 Faafetai i le Atua

WOV 219 From heaven above

WOV 225 Infant holy

AA 14 Child of joy and peace.

CH4 804 We shall go out with joy

CH4 803 We will walk with God

ADVENT FOUR: LOVE

Readings: Micah 5: 2-5a Luke 1: 39-45 Hebrews 10: 5-10
Call to Worship

Finally, there came a time when Love spoke again

a word from eternity – a word

spoken to a girl who belonged

to a people not known by the world.

Spoken to a girl who belonged

to a family not known by her people.

To a girl named Mary

and all creation waited in hushed silence for the girl’s

answer

and Mary spoke her ‘Yes”

and love watched over Mary.

Fr. Joseph Breighner. Catholic review 11-28-80

We light the candle of love

For all who protect new life, so fragile, so dependent

for all who protected the life of Bethlehem’s new baby

for all who support and care for new born babies today

All: for whanau, for grandparents and aunties

for children in hospital, or differently-abled

for children undergoing treatment for cancer.

We sing

Light one candle for love,

One bright candle for love,

He brings love to every heart,

He comes, he comes!

Together in Song 286Words and music Natalie Sleeth.

Meet a CWS Partner

Developers Foundation, Philippines

Joel Posadas, a 57-year-old Philippines farmer, is clear about the effect of Christian World Service support on his life. After years of living without any stable income and with six family members to support, Joel was given a chance to improve his income. “With determination and industriousness, we have improved our lives,” he says. “My family and I are happier now.” The family used to rely on the meagre proceeds of small-scale rice farming and a few livestock. This sadly didn’t provide even their basic needs. Joel’s poverty meant he had no time or money for mixing with other people and he became withdrawn. With some prodding from his friends, Joel eventually joined the Sapa Organic Farmers’ Association, which was created by Christian World Service partner, Developers Foundation. Pig-raising was one of the programmes that enabled him to earn more money. Soon, the income from selling pigs and a loan from

Developers Foundation helped him shift to rice trading. By investing the profits, Joel found he could expand. In time, Joel was elected vice president of the association. Continual re-investment has helped his enterprise grow and enabled him to employ a neighbour.

“It was wonderful to know that we ordinary people could do something good for ourselves and our village. I realised that it was through unity that farmers like us could work for change,” Joel says.  Joel, who can now send his children to school and lives in a concrete house, is one of thousands of people Developers Foundation has helped stand on their own feet economically. With love for his family and community, he says he wants to be a good role model to farmers and bring encouragement to others. Through CWS, you can give Joel and others like him the chance to earn a decent income and have hope for the future.
Prayer

We bring before you our friends in Asia,

which is not always peaceful.

With heavy hearts we pray for the victims

of violence and hatred within Indonesia and

those facing unemployment.

We pray for those in the Philippines

who have been, and continue to be tortured,

and give thanks for the international

campaigners working against this horror.

Strengthen them in the days leading up to

national elections when tensions will be high.

And give your people courage.

Blessing

Go into the world

with a daring and tender love

the world is waiting

Go in peace and all that you do

do it for love

and by the spirit of Jesus

who is the Lord.

Women’s Conference: Japan

Hymn Suggestions

WOV 636 He came singing love

WOV 633 Tama ngakau Marie

WOV 643 Sing we a song of high revolt

WOV 642 Born in the night Mary’s child

CC 33 O little love who comes again

CH4 622 We sing a love

CH4 724 Christ’s is the world in which we move

WHV 15 Great God whose love enfolds us all

AA 8 Brother Sister let me serve you

AA 31 E te Atua

AA 14 Child of joy and peace

AA 158 Who is my mother

AA 66 I know someone who watches over me

CHRISTMAS DAY

LIGHT HAS COME INTO THE WORLD

Readings: Isaiah 9: 2-7 Titus 2: 11-14 Luke 2: 1-14, 15-20

Call to Worship

Day-breaking God,

All: We come to meet you this morning.

Stand beside the Mother,

All: There is love in her eyes

for the newborn child.

Stand beside the Father,

All: His wonder is mixed with relief for a

baby born so far from home.

Come close to the baby

All: The contented sighs give no hint of the

joy and tragedy which lie ahead.

Look carefully at this family

All: and know that the peace of God is there.

David Sparks, Thunder Bay.Ont.

All: We light the candle for the arrival of the baby

By lantern, by stars, by candlelight, by tinsel

by the excited light in the eyes of children

the glory of the Lord is reflected this Christmas.

All: We light this candle to celebrate the light

of God’s presence come among us.

Give Us a Chance

Christmas Day is a time of celebration and thanks. Today, we look back at some of the many achievements of the four Christian World Service partners we have learnt about over Advent. The theme of this year’s Christmas Appeal is Give Us a Chance. By chance, we mean the opportunity for people to create and develop ways of helping their families and communities, and of building peace. It is the chance to have clean drinking water, enough nutritious food, a decent income, to go to school, to protect the environment, to be healthy, and to live in peace. Over the last four weeks we’ve seen that:

• Uganda’s Centre for Community Solidarity works to build rainwater collection tanks in households with orphans. This saves women and children great time and effort collecting river water. Rainwater tanks near houses result in improved health, better water supplies and give families new ways to earn money.

• The Middle East Council of Churches’ Department of Service for Palestinian Refugees is re-building a mother and child health clinic in the heart of Gaza City, which was destroyed during bombing in January. DSPR also provides Palestinians with training and income support and necessities of life, such as clean water, food and health care.

• Fiji’s Ecumenical Centre for Research, Education and Advocacy supports people living in Fiji’s squatter towns in their efforts to keep their homes. The centre also advocates for the rights of other marginalised groups in Fiji.
• With lots of determination, Filipinos supported by Developers Foundation are taking advantage of their chance to work their way out of poverty, feed their families and protect their environment. These groups are a sample of the work of all CWS partners around the globe. The CWS Christmas Appeal 2009 helps poor communities by funding new opportunities for work, water access, food and much more. Please help give these people a chance.
Prayer

Fragile God, born in the night –

meet us here at your manger.

Meet us as a newborn child meets new parents

come to change our lives forever.

Meet us as the newborn

who insists that we make room for you.

Fragile God, born in the night –

we have room for you.

We are poor scruffy shepherds

and elegant educated kings.

We are servers in restaurants

and CEOs of giant corporations.

We are villagers hauling water

for our families from distant wells.

We are neurosurgeons holding

life in our well-trained hands.

We are survivors of immense disasters

struggling to rebuild lost lives.

All: Fragile God, born in the night

you come as a tiny light in a vast darkness

Yet that fragile and flickering light

changes the darkness completely.

Fragile God, meet us here

in the lighting of small lights.

Dr. Susan M. (Elli) Elliott.

Hymn Suggestions

CH4 336 Christ is our Light

WOV 197 Hark the glad sound

WOV 228 O Come all ye faithful

WOV 231 Christians awake

WOV 642 Born in the night

WOV 202 The people that in darkness walked

CC 2 Above the peaks the angels sing

CC 31 Not on a snowy night

WHV 4 Christmas in New Zealand

WHV 2 Pohutukawa Promise.

AA 9 Carol our Christmas

AA 28 Come to this Christmas singing
CWS Christmas Appeal 2009: Week by Week Advent Worship

