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This liturgy was adapted 
ŦƻǊ /²{Ωǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
meeting. It is based on a 
Walk for the Planet 
worship service held in 
Christchurch.   
 
You may like to use part 
or all of it in conjunction 
with other material from 
the backgrounder in your 
group or parish.  Please 
adapt it to suit your 
community.  
 
Thanks to Elizabeth 
Mackie who prepared 
the liturgy for the Walk 
for the Planet 
ecumenical service and 
to Jim Stuart for the 
theological reflection. 

GATHERING  
Whoever we are and wherever we come from, we share the reality that this earth is 
our home. So we come at this moment to remind ourselves of the truth that the 
ways in which we live within this earth home affect for good or ill the home itself 
and all that dwells within it.  
 
Open to the moment, therefore, and open to one another we come before the 
mystery of life. 

LITANY OF REPENTANCE  
 
We have forgotten who we are. 
We have alienated ourselves from the 
unfolding of the cosmos. 
We have become estranged from the 
movements of the earth. 
We have turned our backs on the 
cycles of life. 
We have forgotten who we are 
 
We have sought only our own security 
and failed to attend to those who live 
in insecurity. 
We have exploited simply for our own 
ends, forgetting the others with whom 
we share the earth. 
We have distorted our knowledge. 
We have abused our power. 
We have forgotten who we are 
 
Now some lands are barren 
And waters are poisoned 
And air is polluted. 
We have forgotten who we are 
 
Now there are forests dying 
And creatures disappearing 
And in many lands the humans are 
despairing. 
We have forgotten who we are 
 
We ask forgiveness. 
We ask for the gift of remembering. 
We ask for the strength to change. 

HMYN 
Praise with Joy the Worldõs Creator 
(Tune: Praise my soul) 
tǊŀƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊΣ 
God of justice, love and peace; 
Source and end of human knowledge, 
Force of greatness without cease. 
/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǊΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ 
Power to rescue and release. 
 
Praise the Son who feeds the hungry, 
Frees the captive, finds the lost, 
Heals the sick, upsets religion, 
Fearless both of fate and cost. 
/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ 
Friend and stranger, guest and host. 
 
Praise the Spirit sent among us, 
Liberating truth from pride, 
Forging bonds where race or gender, 
Age or nation dare divide. 
/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΣ 
Foolishness none dare deride. 
 
Praise the Maker, Son and Spirit, 
One God in community, 
Calling Christians to embody, 
One-ness and diversity. 
Thus the worlds shall yet believe, 
²ƘŜƴ ǎƘƻǿƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ǳƴƛǘȅΦ 
 
John L Bell and Graham Maule in Heaven 
Shall Not Wait 
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Children in the Philippines 
are working to clean up 
their environment and the 
climate. Read more in 
World Watch magazine. 

Droughts are increasing in Africa 



READING 
ά/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ 
from human engagement with the 
natural world in our day. In 
photographs taken from space, our 
home planet looks like a bright blue 
marble, swirled around with white 
clouds. Floating against a background of 
endless black space, it is a precious little 
spot that alone among all the planets, 
moons and asteroids we have explored 
to date, is covered with a membrane of 
life. Astronauts who have seen this 
view with their own eyes speak of its 
power to change their deepest feelings. 
Saudi Arabian astronaut Sultan bin 
Salman al-Saud, part of an international 
ŎǊŜǿΣ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ 
pointed to our own countries. The third 
day we were pointing to our continents. 
By the fifth day we were all aware of 
ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΦΩ !ǎǘǊƻƴŀǳǘ wǳǎǘȅ 
Schweigert, who walked on the moon, 
noted from that vantage point that 
Earth is so small you can block it out 
ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘǳƳōΦ Ψ¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜΩΣ ƘŜ 
ƳǳǎŜŘ ΨǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǿŀǊƳ 
blue and white circle, is everything that 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΩΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ 
and history, birth and love. And then 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦέ 
(Quest for the Living God, Elizabeth A 
Johnson, 2007.  P 181)  
 

MUSIC 
What a Wonderful World by Israel 
YŀƳŀƪŀǿƛǿƻΩƻƭŜΦ ό! tƻǿŜǊtƻƛƴǘ 
presentation of CWS partners to 
accompany this music is available from 
CWS.) 

Reading: Isaiah 41: 17 - 20 

 
When the poor and needy seek water,  
And there is none, and their tongue is parched with thirst, 
I the Lord will answer them. 
I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 
 

I will open rivers on the bare heights, 
And fountains in the midst of the valleys; 
I will make the wilderness a pool of water, 
And the dry land springs of water. 
 

I will put in the wilderness the cedar, 
The acacia, the myrtle and the olive, 
I will set in the desert the cypress, 
The plane and the pine together, 
 

So that all may see and know, 
All may consider and understand, 
That the hand of the Lord has done this, 
The Holy One of Israel has created it. 
 

Invite the response at the end of each section: We join with the earth 
and with one another) 
We join with the earth and with one another 
To bring new life to the land, 
To restore the waters, 
To refresh the air. 
We join with the earth and with one another. 
 

To renew the forests, 
To care for the plants, 
To protect the creatures 
We join with the earth and with one another. 
 

To celebrate the seas,  
To rejoice in the sunlight, 
To sing the song of the stars 
We join with the earth and with one another. 
 

To create human community, 
To promote justice and peace, 
To eradicate poverty and inequality, 
To remember the generations yet to come 
We join with the earth and with one another. 
 

We join together as many and diverse expressions of one loving mystery, 
for the healing of the earth and the renewal of all life. Amen 
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Poorer 
communities 
depend on 
the earth for 
their basic 
survival 


