
CWS Christmas Appeal 2009 

Give Us a Chance 

Church Leaders’ Messages 

The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia 
{ŀŦŜ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘǊŀƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ 
access to water.  The reasons are complex ς drought, pollution, war, deforestation and the numbing poverty of 
countries which cannot provide even basic infrastructure for their people. 
 
One organisation that is trying to make a difference is the Centre for Community Solidarity, Uganda.  This year the 
Christian World Service Christmas Appeal focuses on this new partner as it tries to make a difference to the lives of 
72,000 people in the Oruchinga Valley in Uganda.  The Appeal also seeks to support research looking at the effect of 
coups on young people in Fiji, and hopes to provide funding to help rebuild damaged medical centres in Gaza. 
 
Christ urges us to be generous with our abundance in the face of poverty and to help the afflicted.  Please remember 
these words and open your hearts and give generously to this Appeal. 

The Methodist Church of New Zealand 
The best Christmas present ever! Christian World Service brings God's hope to those 
we see on TV and the others who have gone un-noticed by the world's eye.  With the 
official endorsement of the Conference of the Methodist Church of New Zealand, the 
CWS Christmas Appeal is supported by churches countrywide. Many make CWS their 
first choice in reaching out in the name of Christ. A good number also support CWS 
throughout the year by automatic payment.  
 
As you prepare gifts for family and friends, make the Appeal envelope another gift ς 
for the someone for whom this Christmas will represent a new start in life. May the 
peace of Christ, the joy of the Spirit and the love at the heart of God be with you this 
Christmas.  
 
The Rev Alan Upson 
President, Methodist Church of New Zealand 

The Most Rev WB Turei                The Most Rev DJ Moxon    The Most Rev JL Bryce 

Archbishop and Primate              Archbishop and Primate     Archbishop and Primate 



Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
was his solidarity with, and compassion for those who could be counted 
among the most vulnerable of our world. We who would be followers of Jesus 
are called to do likewise. Each year Christian World Service provides us with 
the opportunity to do this in parts of the world that may not always be in the 
media spotlight but whose suffering is acute. One of the impressive things 
about CWS is that it partners and supports organisations that are already well 
established in those areas of need. This should help us give with confidence, 
knowing that we are contributing to long-term solutions not just to quick fixes. 
I commend this Christmas Appeal to you. 
 

The Right Rev Dr Graham Redding 
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
The projects highlighted in this Christmas Appeal reflect the breadth of 
work done by CWS and their partner organisations.  The efforts of such 
groups, working towards meeting human rights like clean water and 
understanding the effects of war/coups on people, will help bring about 
the peace we talk so much about at Christmas time. CWS is us - we 
commend this appeal to all. 
 
Linley and Claire Gregory 
Co-Clerks Yearly Meeting of Aotearoa/New Zealand Te Haahi Tuuhauwiri 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 

 
 

The Salvation Army 
I am pleased to support the annual CWS Christmas Appeal.  CWS is a valued partner in 
meeting human needs internationally.   ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭΣ DƛǾŜ ¦ǎ ŀ /ƘŀƴŎŜΣ ǿƛƭƭ 
provide clean disease-free water in Uganda, education in Fiji, ecumenical dialogue in 
Fiji, plus disaster relief in the Philippines.  Thank you for giving to relieve suffering to so 
many who are looking for a way out of the most difficult situations that life 
brings.  With warm regards, 
 
Donald C. Bell, Commissioner 
Territorial Commander, New Zealand, Fiji and Tonga 
 
 
 



Uniting Congregations of Aotearoa New Zealand 
Christian World Service has a "uniting" theme - it unites New Zealand churches in 
an ecumenical venture, it unites developing communities by fostering projects, 
and it unites our global village with care and concern.  As we prepare for our Kiwi 
Christmas in 2009 I pray that our churches, united in Christ, will offer a little of 
God's blessing to others through the 2009 Christmas Appeal. 
  
The Rev Peter MacKenzie 
Executive Officer, Uniting Congregations of Aotearoa New Zealand 
 


