2008 CWS Christmas Appeal
Keep Hope Alive

A CWS Service for Advent 
– The Hope which looks for a World of Righteousness, Justice and Peace.
Call to Worship

The desert will sing and rejoice:

And the wilderness blossom with flowers.

All will see the Lord’s splendour:

See the Lord’s greatness and power.

Tell all who are anxious:

Be strong, do not be afraid.

The blind will see:

And the deaf will hear.

The lame will leap and dance;

And those who are speechless will shout.

Nations will live in peace:

And they will learn war no more.
-Iona Community
Hymn:

Prayer:

God, our hope and our desire,

We wait for your coming

As a woman longs for the birth,

The exile for her home,

The lover for the touch of his beloved,

And the humble poor for justice.*
We wait with longing for your kingdom in every heart and in every place upon this earth;

the kingdom of love, joy and peace,  the kingdom where kindness and gentleness reign and all creation is honoured and respected.

Give us all the grace of forgiveness

That we may be forgiven.
Give us hearts full of expectation:

That we may discern your coming.
Lead us into hope:

And fulfill your purpose for your world, both now and in the age to come. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(*Janet Morley)
For reflection: Goodness is the reality of which God is the dream.

-Iris Murdoch

Suggested Readings:
Isaiah 11:1-9

Luke 1:46-55

Isaiah 9: 1b-7
 
Luke 1:68-79

Hosea 14:4-8

Mark 1:1-8

Micah 4:1-4

John 1:1-14

Isaiah 35

Revelation 21:1-7

Hymn:

Address:

Response:

The poor of the world are thirsty 

for justice and for peace:

Their journey is unending 

till hate and oppression cease.

The Lord of heaven is thirsty

for justice and for peace:

His battle is unending

till hate and oppression cease.

-A Peruvian Catechism.
Offering for Christmas Appeal:
Prayer:

May those who hunger have bread,

May those who have bread hunger for justice.

Out of your generosity, Lord, you have given so much,

May we in turn be generous in our giving. 
For your name’s sake we ask this. Amen.

Prayers for the World……:

May your Kingdom come:

May your will be done on earth as in heaven.

Lord’s Prayer:

Hymn:

Closing Reflection:

To a Jew the ‘Coming’ of the Messiah was a sweet national obsession.

It was ecstasy beyond happiness,

Joy beyond comprehension; 
It was balm to the weary farmer’s bones as he lay with his family

waiting for sleep;
It was the single last hope of the aged, 
The thing a child looked to a mountain of moving clouds to see;

It was the hope of Judea in chains;

the Messiah was always the promise of tomorrow morning.

-Jim Bishop

The Blessing:

May the God who dances in creation,

who embraces us with human love,

who shakes our lives like thunder,

bless us and drive us out with power

to fill the world with justice.
And the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God 
and the Community of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all, evermore. Amen

-Janet Morley.

