Advent One – Hope
Timor Leste

Dominican Sisters Vocational Training 

and Livelihood Programmes

Call to Worship
Voice: With the rising of the sun, symbol of light, life and hope, we gather on this Advent Sunday.

People: We are a community of hope, looking to the new day when the glory of God shall cover the earth.

All: Let us worship God, giver of hope.

Lighting the Candle:
The first Advent candle is lit for Hope. Its small flickering flame is a bearer of hope. In the darkness of despair and doubt it proclaims the light – the light of hope. ‘It shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot extinguish it.’ We dare to hope that wherever God's people gather to light a candle, the light of hope will burn more brightly, encircling the earth with warmth, brightness and a future in which we see the fulfillment of all that is promised, through the good news of Jesus Christ.  We light this candle for Hope.
Meet a Partner: 

Prayer for Timor Leste

From the struggles of the past, O God, lead your people in hope.  May the dark memories of former conflicts, the grief brought about by the loss of family and friends and the destruction of home and community be relieved through the power of hope.
May this hope lead the people of Timor Leste into an age of peace and reconciliation. Strengthen this young nation.  Give its leaders courage and integrity. Give to all its people new hope for a new day.
May it be for other Pacific nations and for the whole world a sign of hope, that out of the oppression and colonisation of the past, freedom and nationhood are possible.
As the dawn breaks across the Pacific Ocean, bringing light to the land and its people, may it be the light of a future full of promise.  In the name of the one who is the hope of the world – Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing:
May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace, by means of your faith in him, so that your hope will continue to grow by the power of the Holy Spirit,
Suggestions for hymns:

WOV 669: “I am the Light of the World
WOV 465: All my Hope on God is founded

WCC Worship Book 1991, No 38 Hope for the Children
AA 149: We wait for You.

Advent Two – Peace
Sudan/Darfur
ACT International-Caritas Relief Programme
Call to Worship
Voice: Jesus said ‘Peace is what I leave with you; it is my own peace that I give you.  I do not give it as the world does.’

People: We come seeking this peace; peace within and between ourselves, peace for our neighbour, our land, and for the earth.  Peace where there is dissension.
All: Let us worship God, the giver of peace.

Lighting the Candle:

The second Advent candle is lit for Peace.  The candle, with its gentle flame, bringing quietness, warmth and light, is an emblem of peace.  As this flame burns before us, may it enable us to become bearers of that peace which is Christ’s gift to us.

And, as the light shines in the darkness, may we carry the light of peace wherever we go.

‘Where there is hatred, let us sow love,

Where there is injury, pardon,

Where there is doubt, faith,

Where there is despair, hope,

Where there is sadness, joy.’

We light this candle for peace.

Meet a Partner 

Prayer for Darfur

For this land and people, where disputes over ethnicity and resources have caused great suffering, we pray.  We pray especially for peace. The years of warfare have been long and painful.  The people plead for peace.  They plead too for food and water.  We pray for the people attempting to meet these needs in the most difficult and dangerous circumstances.  Grant peace and comfort to all who have lost loved ones in this ongoing conflict.  From all that has caused great suffering deliver the people O God. May peace reign in hearts, communities and assemblies and may the God who is worshipped bring healing, wholeness and unity to all the people. Amen.

Blessing:
Deep peace of the running wave to you,

Deep peace of the flowing air to you,

Deep peace of the quiet earth to you,

Deep peace of the shining stars to you,

Deep peace of Son of Peace to you.

Amen.

Suggestions for hymns/songs:

AA 16:
“Christ is our Peace
AA `128:  Tama Ngakau Marie

WOV 671: “Let there be light”

The Mystery Telling (Bill Wallace) 176: When the Wall; is broken.
Advent Three – Joy

Sri Lanka

Women’s Centres, Free Trade Zones
Call to Worship

Voice: Sing praise to the Lord all his faithful people.  Remember what the Holy One has done and give him thanks.
People:  His anger lasts only a moment, his goodness for a lifetime.

All: Tears may flow in the night, but joy comes in the morning.

Lighting the Candle:

The third Advent candle is lit for Joy.  The lighting of a candle is a joyful act, for it betokens celebratory occasions, such as birthdays, anniversaries and great festivals.
We light this candle in the name of the one who, out of sorrow and pain, has brought us joy.

May the flame that now burns, burn brightly to bring light, warmth and joy to all those who have suffered injustice, those who have faced disaster and those who have endured civil war.

Let joy which is the yearning of every heart, be our theme as in partnership we look to the coming of God’s Kingdom.
Meet a Partner 
Prayer for Sri Lanka
Today we offer our prayer for Sri Lanka, for our partners in the work of the women’s centres, for trade unions as they negotiate better wages and conditions for workers; for the land and all the people.
We pray for peace and reconciliation, for an end to the conflict between rebel forces and government, for power-sharing and for a just and fair distribution of resources.
Our God, bringer of hope and joy to all who struggle for human rights, may the people of this land be empowered to bring to fulfillment the just order for which so many pray..  Encourage those who are our partners, that they may be assured of our solidarity with them in their work.
We pray this in the name of the one who brings joy out of sorrow and despair - Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing:
Lord, take us back to our land, just as the rain brings water back to drying river beds,

Let those who wept as they went out carrying the seed come back signing for joy as they bring in the harvest.
And the joyful blessings of God be with you all. Amen
Suggestions for Hymns/Songs:

WOV 183:  I danced in the Morning

WOV 224: Joy to the World

AA 161: With a hoot and a toot

Iona Community Worship Book, p25: Shout for Joy

Advent Four – Love

El Salvador
Las Dignas - Women for Dignity and Life
Call to Worship
Voice: Let us love one another because love comes from God

People: Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God.
All: This is what love is: it is not that we have loved God, but that God loved us and sent his Son to be the means of our forgiveness.

Lighting the Candle

When a candle is lit, its flame gives out warmth and light.  It is thus a symbol of the love which brings warmth and light to all who give and all who receive - for this love is of God.
We light this candle as a pledge of our love for the world, for one another and for ourselves.  May this flame, gentle and quiet, call us back to the one who first loved us, that our love may be strengthened and God’s name honoured.

We light this candle for Love.

Meet a Partner   
Prayer for El Salvador

For this land and people, where there is disparity between rich and poor, men and women, we pray.  We pray especially that all its people will find peace. May the memories of past conflict fade as they work together to build a nation where all share equitably in its resources. Guide all in authority to create a place where human dignity and equality are upheld within a peaceful order.  As partners with them, give us compassion an d a sense of justice.  May they be strengthened by the prayers we offer and the gifts we share.

May peace reign in hearts, homes and communities and may they know healing, wholeness and unity among all the people. Amen.

Blessing:

May the everlasting God shield you,
East and West, wherever you go.

And the blessing of the God of Love
journey with you through all the days to come.

May this love uphold you and keep you always.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Suggestions for Hymns/Songs:

ASA 59:  He came singing love
WOV 243: Love came down at Christmas
WOV 148: Love divine all loves excelling
AA 94: Loving Spirit

Christmas Day

Keep Hope Alive

Call to Worship
Come in, Lord Jesus, stay with us.

Bring to our house your poverty

For then we shall be rich.

Bring to our house your pain

For then we may also share your joy.

Bring to our house your broken heart

That this may become a place of healing.

With friend, with stranger

With neighbour and the unknown ones

Be among us today.

For the doors of our house we open 

And the doors our hearts we leave ajar.

Light the Christ Candle
As we light this candle we bring before God the people of Timor Leste, Darfur, Sri Lanka and El Salvador that in their troubled lives hope may stay alive.  Give them courage in their efforts to bring about positive change in their communities.  
In the name of Christ Jesus.

Amen

Meet a Partner

Prayer

And she… laid him in a manger. (Luke 2:7)

I lift my grateful heart to the Christ child,

who set aside the riches of heaven to be laid in a 

manger, helpless and among strangers.

I lift my heartfelt prayers to the Christ child,

from the comfort of my home this Christmas,

for the children growing up in poverty without the 

education or health care they need.


I lift my hopes and fears to the Christ child,

Longing for a world in which violence is at an end,

And pleading for those who have known nothing but

brutality all their lives.

To th Christ child of Bethlehem I pray:
out of the injustice, out of warfare, out of fear,

Life every human heart this Christmas.

Amen.

(from Christian Aid)

Suggestions for Hymns/Songs

WOV 193 - O Come, O Come Emmanuel

WOV 203 - Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

AA - Let justice roll down

